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REMOVING SKIDDER TIRE CAUSES BACK STRAIN

February 2002

BACKGROUND: A skidder operator
in the Lake States was skidding
hardwood logs when his tire went flat.
A repairman arrived on the site to
replace the deflated skidder tire.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTIC:
The skidder operator was 22 years old
and was not trained in the handling of
heavy skidder tires.

UNSAFE ACT OR CONDITION:
After removal of the lug nuts on the
tire, the skidder operator tried to
remove the skidder tire without the
help of the repairman.

ACCIDENT: The skidder operator
could not sustain the lift and
experienced severe pain in his lower
back.

INJURY: The operator strained
muscles in his back.

RECOMENDTION FOR
CORRECTIONS: This young
operator was untrained in the aspects
of skidder repair. He should have worked with the repairman to remove the tire safely. Proper
training and better supervision could have prevented this injury.
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Please follow equipment manufacturers’ recommendations for safe operation and maintenance procedures.
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This Safety Alert analyzes an injury in accordance with the chain of events

represented by the five dominoes at left. Pioneer industrial safety experts

H. W. Heinrich and Alfred Lateiner developed this accident analysis system

to provide a graphic sense of how injuries can be avoided. Their

methodology has been accepted by safety professionals worldwide.




